Using the Trip Planner in Trailer Life Directory
Campground Navigator 2008
A Step-by-Step Guide

The Trip Planner in Trailer Life Directory Campground Navigator gives you the
opportunity to plan a trip, modify it, fine-tune it, etc. There are many different ways to
plan a trip and each user will have their preferred way of doing it. However, the basic
steps are the same.

Specify a starting point for your trip

Specify a destination

Set any intermediate stop points you may be interested in

Set your start date and time and the daily driving times

Set any other options to customize your trip (mileage, road preferences, options to
avoid tunnels or toll roads,...) and calculate a draft itinerary

6. Review it, add any campgrounds the program may have recommended along the
way, make any other adjustments you may want to make to the trip options, and
calculate your final itinerary
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A trip planning session from start to finish is provided below to help you understand the
process.

Tools Help The trip planning process starts with:
1 aearch for Park and Add To Trip F9 |

| Add k Locati ip Ctrl ' . .
| Add Qurrent ParkLocation To Trip Ctrit+A (a) selecting one of the options from the Plan a

Calculate or Madify Trip ... Ctrl+m Trip menu, like Start a New Trip (1) or Load
Skark a Mew Trip Cerl+M . .
a Trip from Disk (2), or
Chrl+L

Chrles (b) or by clicking on the Plan a

Trip main button

Load a Trip From Disk, ...
Save Current Trip ...

Chri+E
Ctrl+R

Set Routing Exclusions
Clear Routing Exclusions
Enable Routing Exclusions

Print Current Trip Ctrl+P

Once the process is started, the main Trip Planner dialog opens up, ready for you to start
planning your trip. In this session, we’ll presume that you are starting a new trip, so there
are no points in the Trip Planner dialog (if you Loaded an existing trip file, then the
dialog would be populated with the points from that trip).
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Trip Planner
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More...
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To get started, you need to specify a
starting point. You can do that by typing
an address, a city, State combination or a
Zip Code, that you would be starting
your trip from (1), and clicking Find (2)
to search for it. Note that a point is not
added to the trip until it has been found
in the program’s database. Also note that
the main Search dialog may also be
accessed from here by clicking More (3).
That would allow you to perform a more
flexible search, looking for a
campground, Lat/Lon, etc. Before we
start adding points to our trip, let’s
specify the starting date and time as well

as the daily driving times. We can do that by clicking Customize (4).

Now, let’s change the start of our trip to 10:00 a.m. (1). Furthermore, let’s set the daily

Set Trip Preferences

X driving times from 7:00 a.m.

Dates/Times | Costs | Road Preferences ! Speeds | Options

Trip Start Diaily Drive Times

hr min
Start & am hr min
e 10| 200 |2 Start . _ ®am
Tirne: - * O pm Time: (07 |%1%0 [¥ © pm
Motk Year hnr4 =2 rglnn = O am
Mavernbe w | 2007 # : = * @ pm

-

Sun [man | Tye [wiea] Thu | Fri [ sat ] LMo sto

1z | 3
4 5 8 8 1
1|12 4 15 | 18

15 19 20 | 2 | 22 [ER
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RestBreaks
Stop Every: |4

Far, |15

-

I Mo Breaks

| ok || Hew |[ cancer |

(2) to 4:00 p.m. (3). Note that
any points that have already
been defined will not be
affected by the daily start and
stop times we specify here.
Only points defined subsequent
to theses settings will inherit
these values.

Now click O.K. to close the
customize dialog and go back
to the Trip Planner dialog. We
are ready to start adding the
points to our trip by searching
for them.

The manner in which search criteria is entered into the Trip Planner is very important to
get search results. Some examples of search strings you can enter ...

100 Market St, Lowell, MA, 01852
Chicago, IL

10500 SH 56, Five Points, OH
1100 10th PI, Wasco, CA

12400 Centreville Creek,Bolton,ON
01845
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Please, make a note of the commas separating the Street Address, the City and the State.
They are required to eliminate ambiguity as to what the user is searching for. Also, note
that the Zip Code is not required, when searching for a street address, though it may
speed up the searching process if specified.

In this simple example, let us use 100 Market St., Lowell, MA as our starting point
(we’ll skip the Zip Code). Typing that address and clicking Search we get the following
results in the Trip Planner dialog.

Note that the address you typed in was
located in the database and was added

Tr1p Planner

T"”EE'C'“”T°W”°“”‘”°"ESS 5 vl [ v to the trip points (1) list as point #1, i.e.,
S A the starting point of your trip.
100 Market St, Loweell, WA 01352 o
] : If, for some reason you realized that this
- | Was not the starting point you actually
« | wanted, you can highlight it, by clicking
~1 | onit, and then click the Delete button
(2) to eliminate it from the trip. Now,
let’s continue by adding a destination
E:" point to our trip. For this example,
— | we’ll want to travel to Riverview
)| Campground and Marina in Michigan,
A cstorections [ _rew ][ ciose | so we’ll click More (3) to open the main

search dialog and search for it.

Once the main search dialog opens, let’s type riverview (1), select MI from the state
selection list (2) and click Search (3). The program will search the database find the
Campground and list

Search For... X

Camparaund(s) | Landmark | Address || CityiPlace | ZipiPostal Code | Lon/Lat o It in the dlalog (4)

By Nams arCawerd EEiiEETE Since there is only
Enter Campground: [CUse Filters State or Prov. one Campground
tiverviow w| |- wichigan v found meeting the
I'E-‘li'rlt“er portioh of Camparound Mame or Keyward e.g. Balloon SpeCIerd Crlterla, It’s
P Riverview Campground & Marina, Algonac, M aISO aUtomatlcaI Iy

\ highlighted.
3
5 1 4 2 Clicking on Add

Location to Trip (5)
will add the selected
[IMark Pt ’ Goto Location ] [ Help ] ’ Close ] Campground to our
current trip. Then,
let’s click Close to close the main search dialog and go back to the Trip Planner dialog.
(Note that although for this example we just added one campground to our trip, we could
search for additional campgrounds and add them to our trip as well.)

Riverviesy Campground & Marina, Algonac, _wI

Planning a Trip Tutorial — TLDCN2008 3



Now e’ aad one more point to

Type a City ¥ Town or Address: our trlp Let’S type 1700

[T EEEEIER v |2 find] [ More..] Arlington Ave, Des Moines, 1A

(1) and then click Find (2) to find

%P:;utm ket S, Lowell, MA 01852 — = the address and add it to our trip.
R LB % We now have three points for our
simple trip, so let’s add some
=) custom options before we
| N— o~ (*] calculate our itinerary.

The first thing we want to do is specify the number of nights we want to stay at the
Riverview Campground and Marina. When we highlight the second point, a small
stopwatch icon appears. Clicking on that icon (1) opens the Layover dialog.

Trip Planner fgl
Type a City f Town or Address:
| vi[ 7 Find] [E‘% More...]
\ia Polnt Layovers Daily Start/Stop and Layover @
T 100 Market 5t, Lowsell, MA 01852 @ Riverview Campground _Marina, Algonac, M|
Riverview Campground & Marina, E]
P«Igonac, Il B L Pearind: 7 |= (3) Mights
5 1700 Arlingtan Ave, Des Maines, |4 @ veverteed LI OHous
50314 ; :
E] Time: Iﬂl‘lrg;" © am
1 — ll= O pm
hr min
Stop Time: |D4“i s D_ﬁ_| : g:m
[ ok ] [ Cancel ]
[@ Customize l[df)getDirections “ Help “ Close ]
Trip Planner ) Let’s set the Layover period to 2 nights (2) and
Tyne a City{ Tawn or Address: then click O.K. to return to the Trip Planner
£ Fina || 5 wore. dialog, so we can calculate our itinerary, by

“ia Point Layavers

clicking Get Directions. The main Trip

Travel From: 1 : Planner dialog is replaced by a progress dialog
100 MARKET ST, LOWELL, MA 01852 1 v | that displa)_/s. .. The estimated distance between
Tl To 2<—) T e = | the two points currently being calculated (1),
Riverview Camparound Marina, Algonac, * The From (2) and To (4) point numbers
i =0 | D [ currently being calculated, the strings
identifying the currently calculating points (3)
Total Miles: -
& and (5), a progress bar showing the progress of
o/ w. go | the trip calculations (6) and a counter keeping

| track of the trip length in miles (7)

@ Custormize qg‘getDirectiDns
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At any point, the user can click Abort (8) to stop the current trip calculation.

Once the calculations are completed, a new dialog opens containing the calculated
directions for the trip. The section at the top of the dialog (1) contains overall trip

statistics, like total distance, total time, total cost, average speed, etc. Each row of the

TRIP SUMMARY. E3]
From: 100 MARKET ST, LOWWELL, A 01852 an 11/23/2007
@ To: 1700 ARLINGTOMN AVE, DES MOINES, 1A 50314 on 1152772007
Trip Type: Custom Gas Cost: hititae
Distance: 13245 miles (Other Expenses: $0.00
Average Speed: 52 mph Total Cost: 35 .54
Max Grade (deg): = +20 = = 20 **
Travel Time: 21 hr 21 min over 5 Days.
Gas Used: 33.5 gallons
#* T | Direction= Titme Iile: Titme ) Ele (1)
27 Cartinue Heading Southiawest 12054 PM 1583 2k 55m 318 A
Take Ramp to -57Adirondack Morthe
[Trawvel 6.1 mi]
25 Corntinue Heading Mdrthwest of:02 PM 4.4 3h 2m 279
1-90
cel 529 mi]
[ a 15 minute -00 P 273
29 Continue Heading West 0215 Pl 22T 4h15m 264
1-90ew Yark State Traey
[Tradgel 117.3 mi]
[_] End of Day 04:03 P 3446 Bk 3m
Clozest Camporound
JUMILS PORDS CABINS & CAMPGROUND,
PHELFS MY 14532 (about 1.95 mi snvay)
Dy 2, Dater 1172452007 (3446 miles )
30 Cortinue Heading 'West O7:00 Ak G344 6 Oh Om 452
1-90Wew: Yoark State Trwy
[Trawvel 92.0 mi]
31 Cortinue Heading West 0524 A 436 6 1h 25m BOG | W
Diouble Click on ltem to Relocate Map at that Point.
E' Export (.html)” Add Closest Camporounds “@ Print | ’ Help ] [ Close l

detailed directions displays the
literal directions (2), the actual
time at the beginning of the
indicated road segment (3), the
distance traveled so far (4), the
time of travel (5) and the
elevation of the current road
segment (6).

The end of each day of travel is
indicated (7) and the program
identifies the closest
campground at the end of each
day of travel (8).

The user can chose Add Closest
Campgrounds to add these
campgrounds to their trip, i.e.,
confirm that they want to stay at
the indicated campground at the
end of the day. Note that if the

Campgrounds are added, they automatically assume a one-night layover. In addition to
that, the trip needs to be recalculated, since the drive times and trip dates would change.

When displaying the information 5 | Turn Lef Heading Fas 1236PM 6763 Sh3Tm| 574
about a user set stop point, like [Tvavel 558 m

the Riverview Campground, the Rivereiow Campafaant & Marina, a | e
program also displays the e < @)

elevation of the that location (1) DAY 4, Dafe: 1172662007 ( 882 1 miles )

and the length of the overlay e e I M I a

specified for that point.

The calculated trip route is also automatically highlighted on the map, with the stop
points identified on it.
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Now, let’s add another stop point to our trip, using the Shift-Click method. We’ll add St.

Louis, MO. First, let’s zoom close in so we can see St. Louis in detail.

Then, let’s click

on the marker identifying St. Louis (1), while holding down the Shift key. A pop-up
dialog appears that will allow the user to add the clicked-on point to the current trip, as a
start Point, as a stop point or as a via point. In this example, we’ll select to add it as a via

point (2).
T T
House CU-BJ"Sr n acle
C"'E\Sm If.‘a'nding
Union i StL DS
5 S awiris
Station captar Efwllngq&}?vifr
ot ﬁ : HaIcLDfFarne*'-’”?‘
5/ 3 i/
3 = H-5T
T &
Felbodi(1d L= A
"Elem;
Trip Planner [Trip.cfg] g

Type a CityJ Town or Address:

v [0 Fing] [ more. |

“ia Point Layovers
Emu Market St, Lowell, MA 01852 @
Riverview Campground & Marina, 2 night(s)
Algonac, Ml
43 5 Tucker BivdiS 12th St, St Louis,
MO E3102 @
[ 4 | 1700 Arlington Ave, Des Moines, |
50314 E
E::L.
=
"

’@ Customize ”dr’getBirections ” Help ” Close ]

£ add start Paint
* Add Wia Point

P calculate Route
& Plan Your Trip ...

Note that when a point is added using the
Shift-Click method, the program attempts
to determine where in the sequence of
points to geographically place it. In this
case, the point was automatically added
between Algonac, MI and Des Moines,
1A (1).

Of course, if that is not the sequence we
wanted to traverse the points in, we could
rearrange them by moving points
Up/Down using the appropriate keys (3).

Once the new via point is added, let’s recalculate the new trip, by clicking Get Directions
(2), again. The new directions are calculated and displayed and the new highlighted trip

is shown on the map.
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